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Advanced Higher Spanish Listening Exercise 1

Preface

Here at Language Learning Scotland, we have decided that as an education centre, we should not
just be educating students about Modern Languages, but also allow them to access content
which permits learning about a range of current issues faced in the modern world. For this reason,
we have decided to create a series of special listenings dedicated to the BLM movement. As time
goes on we hope that we can create more resources to educate young people on a range of
current topics. Please note that the point of these resources is not to offend anyone and we will
try as far as possible not create anything with a bias.

Should you find any problems with the content of these resources please email either
callumlynch@languagelearningscotland.com or scottyork@languagelearningscotland.com

Callum Lynch and Scott York

Co-Founders and Directors
Language Learning Scotland
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Advanced Higher Spanish Listening Exercise 1
Pierre talks about Michelle Obama and the legacy she has left behind since leaving the white
house in January 2017. Answer in English the questions below.

ltem 1

1. What was she first labelled as? (1)

2. What happened after the 2016 election? (2)

3. After President Obamas victory in 2008, how was Michelle described as feeling in regards to
how it would affect her family? (2)

4. Michelle was asked on the campaign trail, what kind of first lady she would be. What did she

say the most? (1)

Describe what the ‘Let’'s move’ initiative is? (2)

What was the biggest domestic agenda for the Obama administration? (1)

What did she do that has said to have had the greatest impact? (2)

What did some of her critics think? (2)
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Describe the way Michelle Obama approached the topic of health care? (2)

Total: 15 marks

Pierre talks to Josephine about Michelle Obama and her legacy before and after the White
House. Answer in English the questions below.

ltem 2

1. What has Michelle Obama been criticised for? (3)

What is said about her programmes ultimate goal? (2)

What does Anderson Brower say about her legacy? (2)

What does Anderson Brower say makes Michelle Obama so relatable? (2)

State what is said despite her groundbreaking initiatives (1)

Describe in as much detail as possible what friends of Michelle Obama said? (5)

State what is said about the house she wakes up in every morning (1)
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Describe what is said in her speech regarding her husbands inauguration? (3)
9. What does Josephine think of Michelle Obama? (3)

10. State the last thing Pierre says (1)

Total: 23 marks
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The Transcripts and Answer Scheme are on the following pages
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Transcript
Instructions to reader(s):

For each item, read the English once, then read the French twice, with an interval of 1 minute
between the two readings. On completion of the second reading of tem Number One, pause for
the length of time indicated in brackets after the item, to allow the candidates to write their
answers.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the material,
those sections marked (f) should be read by a female speaker and those marked (m) by a male;
those sections marked (t) should be read by the teacher.

(t) tem Number One
Julio talks about Michelle Obama and the legacy she has left behind since leaving the white
house in January 2017. Then in English answer the questions below.

You now have one minute to study the questions for ltem number one

(m) Aqui recordamos la evolucion de Obama desde sus inicios como esposa presidencial hasta
ahora. Una vez calificada como un lastre posible durante la primera campafia de su esposo, ella
deja la Casa Blanca como posiblemente el lugar mas brillante en un oscuro panorama
democratico, tan popular que después de las elecciones, las redes sociales se apoderaron de los
seguidores que le rogaban que no volviera como primera dama, pero como presidente.

En 2008, después de la historica victoria de su esposo, Obama asumié "de mala gana y algo
incierto" cémo afectaria a su familia, dijo Anita McBride, ex jefa de gabinete de la Primera Dama
Laura Bush y directora de la Iniciativa de las Primeras Damas en la Universidad Americana. En la
campana electoral, cuando se le pregunté qué clase de primera dama seria, dio poca indicacién
del molde que podria tratar de encajar. La respuesta de Obama fue més a menudo: "No lo sabré
hasta que llegue alli".

Uno de sus primeros proyectos muy visibles fue un nuevo jardin en el jardin sur de la Casa Blanca
en abril de 2009. iEl jardin seria la génesis de su Let's Move! Iniciativa al afo siguiente, donde
abordo la obesidad infantil y la falta de acceso a alimentos saludables. "Ella relacioné este tema
directamente con lo que fue el tema mas importante en la agenda nacional de la administracion
de Obama, y esa fue la reforma de salud"

Es su alcance al sector privado en torno al etiquetado de alimentos y la apertura de tiendas de
comestibles en dreas desatendidas lo que finalmente podria tener el mayor impacto: "Aqui es
donde realmente se ve como Michelle Obama puede tener una influencia permanente, aunque
algo anénima, en todo el pais "
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Sus esfuerzos han ganado criticas de izquierda y derecha, desde aquellos que pensaban que sus
iniciativas estaban trabajando demasiado de cerca con las grandes companias de alimentos hasta
aquellos que pensaban que estaba alentando al gobierno a ir por la borda en los platos de sus
hijos. Sin embargo, este tipo de proyectos ofrecié a la primera dama una forma de "enmarcar la
agenda politica de toda la administracion" desde un lugar personal, dijo Lauren Wright,
politéloga y autora de "En nombre del presidente”. "Michelle Obama siempre se ha acercado a
la atencion médica desde la perspectiva de una madre, una familia, alguien a quien le importa la
generacion de nifios que vendran después de la administracién de Obama", dijo.

(t) ltem number two

Julio habla con Raquel sobre como los Obama utilizaron las redes sociales para ayudar a dar
forma a la percepcion publica.

Ahora tiene un minuto para estudiar las preguntas para el articulo nimero dos.

(m) Hola Raquel, el discurso de Michelle Obama en la Convenciéon Democratica mostré por qué
ella es una primera dama inusual. ;Por qué ha sido criticado?

(f) Fue criticada como la policia de alimentos, pero estaba luchando contra estas compafias
gigantes y compaiiias de comida rapida que reaccionaron ofreciendo rebanadas de manzana con
Happy Meals. En realidad, puede ver evidencia concreta de un paso en la direccién correcta.
Aunque el objetivo final del programa de erradicar la obesidad infantil en una generacién es poco
probable, su impacto es parte del legado de Michelle Obama.

(m) ¢La herencia que adquirié proviene de su estatuto de primera dama?

() Este legado comenzd mucho antes de sus dias de primera dama. Andersen Brower dice que la
gente olvida que Michelle era el sostén de la familia cuando Barack estaba en la legislatura
estatal. "Ella entiende lo que es ser madre soltera, porque su esposo se ha ido muy seguido”.
Andersen Brower cree que este periodo hizo que Michelle fuera tan facil de entender. Pero a
pesar de sus iniciativas revolucionarias, es bien sabido que la vida presidencial no le ha sido
cémoda.

(m) Mudarse a una nueva ciudad puede ser dificil, ;qué dicen los amigos de Michelle?

(f) Amigos de los Obama me dirian lo infeliz que estaba en la Casa Blanca. Fue dificil para él
renunciar a su carrera, mudarse a Washington, abandonar a sus amigos. Ella reconoce la increible
oportunidad que tiene alli como la primera primera dama afroamericana, pero dijeron que
también se sinti6 particularmente examinada por ella al mismo tiempo.

(m) ¢Qué dijo Michelle en la apertura de la Convencién Nacional Democrética?

(f) Nos recordé que se despierta todas las mafianas en una casa construida por esclavos.

(m) ¢Qué mas dijo ella durante su discurso sobre la inauguracion de su esposo?
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(f) En su discurso, la primera dama continué: “Nunca olvidaré esta mafana de invierno viendo a
nuestras hijas, de apenas 7 y 10 afios, amontonarse en estos SUV negros con todos estos
hombres gordos armados. Vi sus caritas presionadas contra la ventana. Y lo Unico que se me
ocurrio fue: ";Qué hicimos?" "

(m) ¢Qué opinas de Michelle Obama?
(f) Bueno, creo que es un modelo fantéstico para las mujeres jévenes de todo el mundo. Sus
iniciativas educativas han ayudado a mejorar la educacién de las nifias en todo el mundo. Ella y su

esposo se han convertido en iconos culturales.

(m). Si estoy de acuerdo contigo. Se convirtieron en la realeza de los Estados Unidos.
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Answer Scheme

Item 1
Question Answer Mark
1 A potential liability 1
2 She leaves the White House as arguably the brightest spot in a 2
dismal Democratic landscape / so popular that after the election,
social media was flooded with supporters begging her to return
not as first lady / but as president.
3 Somewhat reluctantly and somewhat unsure 2
4 That she won't know until she gets there 1
5 It is an initiative that aims to tackle childhood obesity and the lack 2
of access to healthy food
6 Health care reform 1
7 It was her outreach to the private sector around food labellingand =~ 2
opening grocery stores in underserved areas
8 They thought her initiatives worked too closely with big food 2
corporations to those who those who thought she was
encouraging government overreach into their children's plates.
9 She always approached the topic of health care from the 2
perspective of a mom, of a family, of someone who cares about
the generation of kids that are going to come after the Obama
administration
Total 15
Item 2
Question Answer Mark
1 She's been criticised as being the food police / but she was 3
fighting against these giant corporations and fast-food
companies / that have responded by offering apple slices with
Happy Meals.
2 The program’s ultimate goal to eradicate childhood obesity / 2
whichin a generation is unlikely
3 Her legacy started well before her days as First Lady / she was the 2
family breadwinner when Barack was in the state legislature
4 She understands what it's like to parent alone / because her 2

husband was gone so often.
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5 That the presidential life hasn’t been comfortable for her 1

6 Friends of the Obamas would tell me how miserable she was in 5
the White House / It was hard for her to give up her career / move
to Washington / give up her friends / She recognises the
incredible opportunity she has there as the first African-American
first lady / but they said she also feels particularly scrutinised by
that at the same time

7 It was built by slaves 1

8 She will never forget that winter morning as | watched our girls, 3
just 7 and 10 years old, pile into those black SUVs with all those

big men with guns / | saw their little faces pressed up against the
window / And the only thing | could think was, 'What have we
done?

9 She thinks she is a fantastic role model for young women all over 3
the world / Her education initiatives have helped better education

for young girls around the world / Her and her husband have
become cultural icons

10 They have become the royals of the United States 1

Total 23
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